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SEERET SABKE

1% AUG 1961

MERCRANDUM FOR: Deputy Director/Intelligesce

SURJECT : Reported Abnormalitiex in Supply
of Soviet Petroleunm

1; This mesorsadun is for your information
snd is comcerved with recunt rts of three sad
n ot Boviet odl p:mmt:niah:ihg Soparated
®
locations. Thus far, we have no isformation indi-
cating that these reports are csussd by Soviet
thm of petroleun or that the distribution
af patyroleun within the WHSR has been disrupted by
m &gxy mﬁ:m*ﬁ; Jn cmtieg with the
on., gonoral reguiresent reguest
umu.m iafmatiaa o this subject has been 1ne

2. ) . threo

Wm mﬁy; w at 1mt mm'
thmthrmaniﬁrm delay was stated to be
a lack of bunker fuel at the particular port, and
the third involved an unexplained delay at thn Black
Sea oil port of Tuapse. &mmzmmhruaar
Boviet charter ie ilen since 7 August reportedly
mmmtachm tons of bunkers. The
mvml Wm under Soviet

iums‘matauawtumam
tcuhﬁin bunker fuel. It was finally

Qnfifigy piar Boros
okbled SHiGHE
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SUBJECT: IReported &mlitim in Bupply of Boviet
Petroleun

told to to Norway for iuel and return to Maraansk
to loed its cargo. 7The third ship, a large Swedish

tanker, wWas Mld w in Tuapse 25X1D1a
was given for thia éﬂ!.w.

a. Afghanistan states that as
of 11 Augus iveries of petroleun Irom
Termex, USSR, to Aigm miver ports on the Amu Darya
had ceased for unknown rensons, and that gasoline
shortagen wore inning to be mum in the Kabul
aren., Similar de in Hoviet shipments of ML to
, istan h:vu aemmd in the past, the latest
cane in late 1960 and sariy 1961 wvhen the low level
of the Amu Darys apparently prevented barges from
transporting oil from Temmez to the Afghan side of
the river. 5&s thers is no reason to helisve the
river is low at preseat, this condition does not
seen to explain the reported shortapge.

4, A less ralisdle indication of Soviet POL
sbortages is n report fron Ruiaoa that the scheduled
departure of s Burmese cultural mission to MHoscow
abosrd a Burmese Viscount aireraft on 3 August was
cancelled because 5o Soviet escort officer arrived
and the Soviets did not give the reguired clearance.
The rumor sucng Burmese airline personsel is that
the USBSE stated it could not provide fuel for the
airoratt because of a shartage of fuel in the Noscow
sren, There is no other information om this alleged
‘w m e

5. All available evidence indicates that the |
USSR bas sufficient guantities of petroleum to meet :
both domestic requirements and export commitments, |
and that it has adequate refining capacity as well,
Problems of transporting petroleusm to polnts within
the USSR, which sometimes cause temporary local

hertafu do not appear to y to the difficul-~ ’
ties mtimd in these reports. The reports involve

T T
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SUBJRCT: Reported Abnormmlities in Bupply of Soviet
Petrolesun

three separate and widely dispersed transportation
systezm; Leningrad and Mumaonsk are supplied with
oili by rail and sea; Tuapse is supplied by pipeline;
and Afghapistan is supplied by Mh rail and river
barge.

7. At m‘t there is oo conclusive svideénce
1o sxplain the shortages noted in the reports dis-
cussed above, The apparent lack of bunker fus)l at
Leningrad and Muraansk may have been R tenporary
situation caumed by My tratlfic on the NHorthern
Sea Route, The éﬂuy the Bwedish tanker st
Tuapse probadly was temporary as other vessels
have been londed there in the past few days and de-
parted on schedule., The A:tgm problem is not un~
prechedented and may have d pd primarily beecause
of the prinitive systems *tmhed Although perhape
not applicable in all cames, the petroleun require-
nents of the ﬁw&t harmt»-m in full swing--may
ADOXATY & t& to certain
! nome of these
Teasons Witb mtmta m&matim for the re-
BTN, the avalilable evidence does not
¥ Shan temporary, local shortages of
R the USSR, Ftnall diversion of either
gt facilities to nsutary wee, while
IR, s pot muggested by presently avail-

mx.%
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